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Dan Hampton has been 
leading the Bears’ rush 
this year. Here, he 
catches up to Cleveland's 
Bernie Kosar in the first 
game of the season. (Bear 
Report photo by Jona- 
than Daniel) 
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,| Bear bait snags Bengals 


Bear bait caught its biggest fish of the year at Cincin- 
nati without a struggle. 

For a lot of fans it was a long wait from the Super Bowl 
win to the first rout of the season on Sunday. The Bears 
have proved they are capable of playing this year the way 
they did last year. If it was a concern before, it shouldn't 
be now. 

Sunday's game was a good old-fashioned rout, the kind 
Bear fans came to expect last season. But what made Sun- 
day’s game a little special was that the Bears did it against 
the Bengals on their home field. 

Cincinnati is a tough opponent for any team this year 
because of its balanced attack on offense. The Bengals 
can come at you with their powerful backfield of James 
Brooks and Larry Kinnebrew. And the Bengals are known 
for trying just about anything with their passing game. 

Fortunately for the Bears, they were able to pressure 
quarterback Boomer Esiason into throwing the ball where 
he might not have wanted to. Esiason's accuracy also was 
thrown off by the Bears’ defensive line, which led to his 
four interceptions. 

Cincinnati even opened the game by running its offense 
with no huddle to throw off the Bear defense. But that 
seemed to throw off the Bengals more than the Bears. 

As for the Bears’ defense against the run, it was another 
great performance. I’ve been talking about the good job 
the Bear defense has done all season on the Doug 
Buffone-Rich King Talk Show Wednesday nights on 
Sportsvision. 

Chicago has been shutting down its opponents’ running 
games all year, and Sunday was no exception. Cincinna- 
ti was held to under 70 yards rushing, an excellent job by 
the Bear line. 

The Bear defense was so effective against the run Cin- 
cinnati didn’t even try running the ball much. But the Ben- 
gals didn’t have much success passing the ball either. 

The Bear secondary only gave up one long pass all day, 


its best performance of the season. And, of course, there 
were all those interceptions. 

And the offense? Well, with Jim McMahon healthy 
again, so is the Bear offense. McMahon showed no signs 
of missing three weeks of action. McMahon and Gault 
emerged as a powerful one-two punch in the game, and 
fans are sure to see more of that combination in the 
season. 

With McMahon passing so well, the Bears didn’t need 
a running game. But Thomas Sanders added one anyway 
while breaking open two runs. 

Something that surprised a lot of people was that Coach 
Mike Ditka went after the Bengals right away. It reaily 
opened them up well. 

Another thing that made the win special for Chicago was 
that it came off the Monday night game against Green Bay 
with one less day of practice. Cincinnati, on the other hand, 
played the previous Thursday and had extra time to pre- 
pare for the game. But that may have worked against the 
Bengals because they may have gotten rusty during all 
that time off. 


But remember, things won't get much easier for Chica- 
go. Sunday’s game against the Vikings looks to be another 
good one. Minnesota also is coming off a rout, a 42-7 win 
over Green Bay. The Vikings are only one game behiag 
the Bears and would love lo move into a tie for Whe dint 
sion lead. 

The Bears will have to be prepared for this game be- 
cause the Vikings are much more familiar with Chicago 
than Cincinnati was. It only stands to reason that teams 
get to know each other weil after playing each other twice 
a year for a while. And the big difference in Minnesota this 
year is that the Vikings have gone back to playing defense. 

If Chicago gets by the Vikings without much difficulty, 
it will be in good shape in the division with a two-game 
lead after five weeks. 


Bear Report is published on Monday, 26 times a year includ- 
ing weekly in August, September, October, November and the 
first four weeks in December, the third week in January, the 
first week in February, the first week in March and the second 
week in May. 

Second Class postage paid at Sun Prairie, WI 53590. 

Postmaster: Please send change of address form number 3579 
to Bear Report, 112 Market Street, Sun Prairie, WI 53590. 
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The Bear defense hardly allowed any rushing yardage against the Bengals Sunday. Here, Bill Johnson is driven down by 
Otis Wilson (55), Steve McMichael (76) and Gary Fencik. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Interceptions 
key Bears’ 
44-7 rout 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


After the Packer game in Green Bay, Bears’ coach Mike 
Ditka said he didn’t mind winning ugly. Judging from the 
Bears’ game against Cincinnati Sunday at Riverfront Stadi- 
um, the Bears have taken winning ugly to heart. 

Chicago scored 21 points in the game as a result of in- 
terceptions thrown by Bengal quarterback Boomer Esia- 
son on its way to a 44-7 trouncing of the Bengals. 

The game wasn’t a pretty one and featured seven tur- 
novers, including five interceptions thrown by Bengal quar- 
terbacks. 

“It was our day today,” Ditka said. “Defensively we han- 
dled most everything they threw at us. It just happened 
that way. It was our day today. Next time we play them 
it might be their day.” 

It wasn’t long before the game was decided as turnovers 
played a key roll in the Bears’ 21-0 first quarter lead. 

Each time the Bengals gave the Bears the ball in the 
first quarter, they also gave them great field position. 
Chicago came out throwing with Jim McMahon at quar- 
terback. McMahon completed passes of 21 and 32 yards 
to Willie Gault on the first two plays of the game. 

“When the first two plays worked, it set the tone for the 
rest of the game,’ McMahon said. 

The Bears worked the ball to the Cincinnati 19-yard line 
when the rash of turnovers began. Keith Ortego fumbled 
after catching a pass from McMahon, giving the Bengals 
the ball at their five-yard line. 

Esiason throws three interceptions 

Cincinnati quarterback Boomer Esiason then threw the 
first of his three interceptions in the quarter when Gary 
Fencik picked off the pass, returning it to the two-yard line. 
Reggie Phillips also was covering on the play. 

“It was just a nice break by Reggie on a three-deep 
zone,”’ Fencik said. “And it got tipped up in the air. The 
ball was up there a long time. The only other thing | should 
have done was score. | really thought | could score.”’ 

Two plays later McMahon sneaked in for the score. 

On Cincinnati’s next possession, Wilber Marshall got 
his turn to intercept the ball, returning it five yards to the 
Bengals’ 37-yard line. 

McMahon got into the charity act by throwing his next 
pass to Cincinnati’s Leo Barker. 

Then for the third consecutive play a pass was inter- 
cepted, this time by Chicago’s Otis Wilson, giving the 
Bears the ball at the 17-yard line. 


Thomas Sanders scores the first of his two touchdowns on this one-yard dive in the second half against Cincinnati. (Bear 


Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Jim McMahon was back in action Sunday at Cincinnati and led the Bears with three touchdown passes in the Bears’ 44-7 
win over the Bengals. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Chicago hung on to the ball.and scored six plays later 
on a two-yard touchdown pass from McMahon to Walter 
Payton. 

Steve McMichael lined up as a tight end on the play but 
didn’t get the ball. ‘It was designed to go to McMichael 
or Walter and McMichael was covered,’’ McMahon said. 

Chicago had scored 14 points on drives totalling 19 
yards. 

Gault scores on bomb 

The Bears stretched their lead to 21-0 before the end 
of the quarter on a 53-yard bomb from McMahon to Willie 
Gault. 

“| was just going half-speed so | could set him up,” Gault 
said about the play. “Once | saw the ball coming | just 
turned it on. It was a perfect throw. Jim got the snap from 
center, the line gave great protection and the ball was right 
there in my hands. | had no choice but to catch it.” 

“We were trying to get the ball to Willie more and that 
helps,”’ Ditka said. “Willie was outstanding. We were run- 
ning Willie across the field and they were in a lot of man 
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coverage on first down. Even when you play a zone it's 
really tough to cover Willie across the field. We worked 
it four or five times and it worked every time.” 

The 21 points the Bengals allowed in the first quarter 
tied a Bengal record, set when Seattle scored 21 points 
in the first quarter at Riverfront Stadium in 1981. 

* “When we get a jump on them by 21 points, we re go- 
ing to beat some people,’’ McMahon said. 

The Bengals got on the scoreboard in the second quart- 
er when Esiason completed a five-yard touchdown pass 
to James Brooks. The score was set up. on a §1-yard com- 
pletion from Esiason to Mike Martin, Esiason avoided two 
Bear rusHers while scrambling to get off the pass. 

Bears lucky on fumbles 

The Bears added a 41-yard field goal by Kevin Butler 
to lead 24-7 at halftime. The Bears gained 44 yards on 
the drive that started at the Chicago 33. The Bears got 
a break in the middle of the drive when Emery Moorehead 
fumbled the ball to the Bengals after catching a pass from 
McMahon. But Cincinnati was called for holding during 
the fumble, giving the ball back to the Bears. 

It was the second time in the game a Bears’ fumble was 
nullified because of a penalty against Cincinnati. 

Going into the second half the Bengals still weren't 
finished giving up the ball. Ken Anderson, who replaced 
Esiason in the third quarter, fumbled the ball at the Ben- 
gals’ 46-yard line and Chicago’s Keith Van Horne reco- 
vered it. 

Three plays later McMahon completed a 20-yard touch- 
down pass to Moorehead for a 31-7 lead. 

McMahon left the game after that series. “McMahon's 
fine,”’ Ditka said. ‘‘There’s no sense having him ina game 
at that point.” 


Continued Page 14 
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ALEX'S Ss 
*< HOLE in the WALL 


Continental Italian Cuisine. Cock- 


Luncheon ¢Dinner *Supper 
Cocktails *Fine Wines 
Watch us spin fresh pasta for you 


in our open kitchen, andienjoy 
fine Northern Italian dishes inia 
unique turn-of-the-century Bolog- 
nese setting. Mon.-Thurs, 11:30 
a.m.-11:30 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 
11:30.a.m.-midnight: 
Sunday 4:00 p.m.-10:30/p.m 


tails ¢ Select Wines * Cappucei- 
no © Espresso. Now Being 
Served! American Express, Visa 
& Master Charge Accepted. 
Open For Dinner Only 5-10 p.m. 
Daily. Closed Sunday, Reserva- ” 
tions Suggested 

808-661-3197 

(Down Wahie Lane) 

834 Front St. 
LAHAINA. MAU!, HAWAII 
Mention The Beers 
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Bears-Bengals Official Statistics 


Ciicagn rn. ons cssicniens thes cates 213 146 — 44 
07 00- 7 


Bears, ist, 5:22, McMahon 1-yard run (Butler kick) 7-0 

Bears, ist, 11:52, Payton 2-yard pass from McMahon (Butler kicked) 14-0 

Bears, 2nd, 14:12, Gault 53-yard from McMahon (Butler kick) 21-0 

2nd, 2:07, Brooks 5-yard pass from Esiason (Breech kick) 21-7 

Bears, 2nd, 13:15, FG Butler 41-yards, 24-7 

Bears, 3rd, 3:40, Moorehead 20-yd. pass from McMahon (Butler kick) 
31-7 

Bears, 3rd, 14:57, Sanders 1-yard run (Butler kick) 38-7 

Bears, 4th, 2:23, Sanders 75-yard pass from Fuller (kick failed) 44-7 
Attendance: 55,146; tickets distributed 55,994; Unused 848; Time 3 hours, 
30 min. 
Weather: hot and humid; temperature: 84 degrees; wind and direction: from 
west 3 mph 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Chicago Cincinnati 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS .................... 23 16 
By-Rushing 2° =20- sito. soos oan 9 13 
By Passing - \.. ee ee as seen ee ee 11 12 
Panally 3. SPSS. situiesnee see ee 3 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 4-12 4-14 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 00 0-2 
TOTAL NET YARDS...............-.....-- 476 338 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times passing) .................... 62 67 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ..................- 7H 5.0 
NET YARDS RUSHING .................... 222 60 
Total iig| Plays (= = 22.2. 2eceas. : 35 18 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.................. 6.3 3.3 
NET YARDS PASSING .................... 254 278 
Times Thrown — 
Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ................. 15 4-28 
Gross Yds. Passing...........-........ 259 306 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HAD INTERCEPTED..................... 26-15-1  45-22-5 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 9.4 5.7 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ................... 544.0 7-38.0 
Had! Blocked |).< . 22-902. 2; Se Paes 0 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE ................... 88 134 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .................. 4-28 1-12 
No. and Yds. KO Retums................. 26 §-122 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret. ................. 5-54 1-0 
PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 8-60 13-90 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... $1 10 
TOUCHDOWNS | o>. 22.55.52. ee 6 1 
Rushing 225 .-.cq..: 2... Sopa one cee ee 3 0 
PASSING 2 Tea ane eee tear take eae 3 1 
Returns "0. joy. oes aoe ee eee 0 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. ............. 5-6 1-1 
FGIMADE) ATI ne. ck korea ce tee 1-1 00 
TIME OF POSSESSION .................... 32:24 27:36 


Boomer Esiason was constantly trying to escape pressure from the Bear defense Sunday. Here, Richard Dent (5) and Mike 
Richardson chase down Esiason. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Chicago Bears 

Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain 
Suhéy, Mee fa ehee » Siac ce 3 9 3 5 
PaytOn steel. ne ate aie 2 10° 557. 285-77 28: 
McMahon ................... 1 1 1 SF 
THOMAS <2 <2 x acs MOS. those ese TW 3/9 9 
ANGGLSON: Sais ese -o% 2. Seley >: 6 23  BB— 323 
Sanders deiceterce ces az s a2 eae 4 S5— -23:8' 75 

TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD LG 
McMahon....... 22S eS cAll aie 3 53 
FUN $3572.35 3 2 48 0/0 0 30 
Tomezak........ 1 0 0 8 0/0 0 0. 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG 
Gault; Tats et. | stacker 7 174 53 
Onlog0% ant. ceacleee aciinc the 12 
PaylOW : nticcn chy copeteeaaaey orem 3 6 2 
Moorehead istten orcas se ere eats oc 4 67 —s 21 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG 
FONG os aes. ate. getles, Wane 1 10 10 
Marshall Fv op erent senate 1 5 5 
WHSON:..< 30. ae ott. Tastee 1 21 21 
DUCISON .053,5< 0s Xekteed meee eee 1 18 18 
VACKBON oct. ag SeptPn ay vtslene Moron 1 0 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB in20 
Buford 5 ican et ava saie Freee S440. J 0 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 
Bames eo i* semtte oie sxe a ea 4 0 28 10 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. LG 
ANGCTBON =n cot ee. Ss ois oe ae 2 6 8 
FUMBLES Fum. 
Omega irae: s amas: tree Otte tees. 1 
TOMAS ta Foch ruse oo mses: Dc de oe a 1, 
ANdOT9ON iis on tes cgote< ss ches doe nacie 1 
Vain Home eax nas yo eastt nat ced Phin. eee 0 

Cincinnati Bengals 

Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain 
Brooks; 2220. >.<. oR thee 7 15 244 5 
Kinnebrew................... 2 4 2.0 3 
Esiasonte Son... Jeamec 2 19° 70% 14 


coog 


A a ee ee 3 22 
Collinswortht: 2. eens cee 1 -10 
JONES 5s 3s nok eR Pic aaa 2 "1 
GRVNO Sin a.o sais <Biene + gins bes 1 4 
TKD 

PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. 
ESIBSON  varecsig csv) 30 14 «6212 «3/23 
Anderson ....._: 12 5 64 = 
Gaynor ......... 3 3 3015 
PASS RECEIVING No. 
COST Tha onic oh 06 dsr cites. 0's Lid 6 
OWN. 5.22. & 53526 wares occ 1 
Matti) 4.0. «a acgcgh see ae 2 
BrOOKE? Set eee ace ces 3 
BROWS see oes. 33a eee 1 
UONESON eee Ae oe 053 ese nee oly 5 
McGee... 5. ate teeae cash radios 2 
MONG 3.o 3 Ns AO ivase oe 2 teen 2 
INTERCEPTIONS No. 
BOIKORS 5 s5 aes oa cease 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. 
AVES os Mirtens tte rere Le "255, SR 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC 
Many ccte ac naaeengeetins 1 1 
MCGSOES. i. neve aetn ee 0 1 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. 
MOGAG tenes ck ees es octes 4 
WOMINGSE A, sfo-sias scr sarge: oa ee 1 
FUMBLES 
BUDE Feira, fed, 5 =A nccsn toes sige ett ae 
Le oe SOE. ee 

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
(Unofficial) 

Bears 

T A $ YL 
Duerson ........ 2 1 0 0 
Richardson... ... 3 0 0 0 
Fengike o.2.....5..,. 3 0 0 0 
Phillips ..., . 2 0 0 0 
Singletary ....... 7 2 0 0 
Wilson ......... 3 1 1 -10 
Marshall ........ 1 1 0 0 
McMichaels ..... 2 1 Ip 5 
Hampton ....... 1 1 0 0 
Payton ..4...... 1 0 0 0 
Ortego ../...... 1 0 0 0 
Anderson ....... 0 1 0 0 
Thomas ........ 0 1 0 0 
RAMS 5.5 tic, sic cm 4 0 0 0 
Harned: 6)... 00% 2 1 1 8 
Gayley>.... 5... oa 2 0 0 0 
Morrissey ....... 3 0 0 0 
Van Horne ...... 1 0 0 0 
Hartenstine.... .. 1 1 th 
FUVEIOI Ae os. 3 0 0 0 
Jackson ........ 1 0 0 0 
Waechter....... 1 or 40 0 

Bengals 

¥ A s YL 
Billups ......... 1 0 0 0 
Remar Se nn say 2 0 0 0 
Fulcher ......... 2 2 0 0 
Breeden ........ 5 1 0 0 
Barker. <.. 042. 1 2 0 0 
Williams ........ 1 2 0 0 
Krumrie ........ 1 0 0 0 
Edwards........ 3 1 0 0 
Browner ........ 4 0 0 0 
King? ast async 3 3 0 0 
Zander ......... 3 3 0 0 
Kattus.......... 2 0 0 0 
Holman......... 1 0 0 0 
Simpkins ....... 1 2 0 0 
Montoya ........ 1 0 0 0 
Johnson ........ 1 0 0 0 
SHOP ce cs 2 0 1 4 
Hammerstin ..... 1 a oe 4G 0 
Ketiieaitcuts 2 0 0 0 
BSiasonss.< = as 0 0 0 0 
Hotton Soe 3 0 0 0 
Kozerski........ 1 Or O 0 
White _......... 1 0 0 0 
Bussey os, oo:..< 1 1 0 0 
DeAyala ........ 1 9 9 9 
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Fuller does his job, 
then waits for next chance 


Sometimes, Mike Ditka appears to be coaching in the 
American Youth Soccer Organization instead of the Na- 
tional Football League. Everybody plays. 

Ditka was genuinely embarrassed and upset after week 
two when guard Kurt Becker didn’t get into the game. He 
allowed No. 1 draft choice Neal Anderson to make his 
debut in week three. Anderson showed he can be valua- 
ble covering punts and Ditka also demonstrated he can 
get him into the same backfield with Walter Payton if he 
just stretches his imagination a bit. 


Pierson 


When Dennis Gentry was injured, Keith Ortego immedi- 
ately stepped into the Packer game and scored the clinch- 
ing touchdown on a 42-yard play. Clay Pickering? Sure, 
he'll play if Gentry can’t. Gentry already is playing in place 
of injured Dennis McKinnon. 

Is there a coach in football with more faith in his play- 
ers? When Ditka is ranting on the sidelines, wagging 
fingers in embarrassed faces, he manages to disguise his 
faith quite well. But it is mainly because he places such 
a heavy burden on them in the first place. 

Wasn't it unfair, for example, to saddle young quarter- 
back Mike Tomczak with a new formation during the same 
week he was making his first start? 

“It’s a lot. | probably did give him too much, but | don’t 
look at it that way,” said Ditka. “When coaching, you look 
at defeating what you're up against.” 


f 


= ed 


« 
1 4 i 
| 
YY Ba 


Jim McMahon discusses some strategy with offensive coordinator Ed Hughes and Coach Mike Ditka during Sunday's game. 


(Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Ditka doesn’t mince words about Tomczak 

As usual, Ditka was brutally candid in his assessment 
of Tomezak after the Packers game. He had replaced him 
with Steve Fuller because Tomczak was not throwing the 
ball well, was not looking downfield and was not calling 
the right formations with the right plays. 

Anything else? 

Oh yes, he was setting up at five steps sometimes in- 
stead of three. 

For Tomezak’s sake, it was a good thing he threw no 
interceptions, avoided all sacks and completed all four of 
his passes in the second half before Ditka unceremoni- 
ously yanked him. 

And yet Tomczak was unbowed. 

“Steve won the game for us. I’m young. I’m learning. 
I’m a competitor. Coach Ditka knows !’m not going to be 
down on myself,’”’ said Tomezak. 

Fuller is the best example of responding to Ditka’s par- 
ticular ‘‘all-for-one-and-one-for-all’’ style of coaching. 

A No. 1 draft choice, Fuller joined the Bears as a No. 
2 quarterback and slipped to No. 3 during the promising 
preseason showing of Tomcezak. 


Forgotten man comes back 

Ditka called him “‘the forgotten man” and proclaimed 
his confidence in him. \f anything, Ditka has proven many 
times he is not afraid to play any of his players at any time. 
So Fuller was not devastated by his “demotion.” 

“| never put a label on it. | was a backup quarterback 
and Mike was a backup quarterback, but | was really No 
3 and | was not terribly upset because | wasn’t playing 
well. | wasn’t doing the things | felt | should be doing to 
help the team,” said Fuller. 

But when it counted, Fuller won another game. 

“It helped my confidence a great deal without question,” 
said Fuller. “Confidence was one of the big reasons | 
wasn't playing well. One mistake would build on another 
mistake. When things were not going well, | found a way 
to put pressure on myself. Nine out of 10 times, that’s 
where it belonged.” 

You had to wonder about the future of Fuller in Chica- 
go, unless you understood the nature of things under Dit- 
ka. lf the atmosphere doesn’t seem right, wait a minute. 

Ditka’s experiment with Tomczak implied a disappoint- 
ment with Fuller, but Ditka didn’t lose as much confidence 

Continued Next Page 
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Get ‘em whil 
they’re hot ; 


The Bears are hot after winning Super Bowl XX 
and already have their sights set on Super Bowl 
XXI at the Rose Bowl. 

For Bear fans everywhere, there is only one 
publication that gives you exclusive, in-depth 
coverage of the Bears. . . and their winning ways. 

_ It's Doug Buffone’s Chicago Bear Report, the 26 
times a year weekly newspaper that’s a must for 
every Bear -fan. 

If you subscribe today, you'll get all the Bear 
facts delivered to your home or office. 

Like the Chicago Bears, the BEAR REPORT is 
unrivaled in its league. Subscribe now and find out 
for yourself! 


Chicago Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 
#89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
(_] 1-year (26 issues) for only [12 52 issues 
$19.95, a BIG 38% ae $35.95, ; BIGGER py aad 
SAVINGS over the SAVINGS over the 
newsstand price of $32.50 newss.and price of $65.00. 
; : C1 Check here if this is a renewal 
Delivery by First Class Mail available for $26.00 per year m 
addition to subscription cosis. Please enclose this additional 
amount with your order, if requesting speciai handing 


C] Yes, | want to foliow the Bears to Super Bow! XXi_ Enter 
my subscription to the BEAR REPORT for the term indicated 


Name 
Address ~ -~ ; 
City - ~~ State = ’ Zip 
(CJ t-enciose Payment - check or 5 
money order 


(| Please charge my credit card 
C1 MasterCard C] visa 


Card No. __ — —s on me remaining por- 
E von of your subscnip- 
2 —— tion will be sent. 


{ 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 
ee | 


ee ree 
BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
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Fuller 


Continued From Page 5 


as Fuller had. 

“| was fortunate enough to get into a game when it 
counted,”’ said Fuller. ‘‘You can't play the position when 
you're not confident. You don’t need to be cocky or show 
the team you're a rebel-rousing leading. But you do have 
to be confident and they have to see that in you. It just 
wasn’t there for two or three weeks. It took a chance to 
play to turn that around. | don’t know how else | could have 
got it back.”’ 

Fuller's comeback in the third game was full of irony. 
It was the third game of the 1985 season in which Ditka 
yanked Fuller and replaced him with Jim McMahon, who 
threw three touchdown passes and won the game. 

Fuller wasn’t looking downfield enough, said Ditka at 
the time. 


Fuller doesn’t want to leave 

After the Packer game, Fuller was asked for the one- 
thousandth time about his desire to be a starting quarter- 
back, perhaps someplace else. 

“One game and you've got him traded off,” joked Ditka. 

No thanks, said Fuller, who has accepted the role of 
backup and is a true believer in the 45-man effort. 

“It gets awfully frustrating. Always has been. But you 
accept the role, recognize the positives and negatives, and 
go on with your job,”’ said Fuller. ““There’s really no other 
way to look at it. If there ever came a point where they 
were not being fair with me or telling me things that wer- 
en’t true, | might have a gripe. But that has never been 
the case since I’ve been here. Whether I’ve been No. 1, 
No. 2 or No. 3, there has always been a good reason for 
it. All you can ask is for somebody to look you in the eye 
and tell you the truth.” 

The truth is that Steve Fuller will get another chance 
to play with the Bears and contribute to another victory, 
the same way that Keith Ortego and Kurt Becker and Neal 
Anderson will. It might even be in another Super Bowl. 

“I’m very comfortable right here. It’s not an easy situa- 
tion and maybe there’s more negatives than positives. But 
it’s something I’ve accepted,” said Fuller. “‘My family lives 
here year-round. | feel part of this team.” 


Yet lington 


Alexian Brothers GHARLINGION 
Medical Center 
Alcoholism 


Treatment Center 


Dedicated to Those Who Require The 


*Adult Inpatient and Outpatient *Adolescent 
Programs *STEP, Outpatient Evening Program 
*FOCUS, Spouse Program *Family Coun- 
Seling 


981-3524 
ELK GROVE VILLAGE, ILLINOIS 
981-5555 
STEP Program, CommuniCare Center 


HANOVER PARK. ILLINOIS 


Restaurant 
“The Original Family” For 33 Years. Fast Deliv- 
ery. Restaurant & Pizza, Cocktails. We Special- 
ize in Italian Cuisine, All Foods Cooked to 
Order. Pizza * Veal » Chicken * Steak « Ribs 
* Seafood. 3 Great Varieties of Pizza. «Regular 
Thin Crust *N.Y. Extra Thick Crust #Pizza-In- 
The-Pan. We Serve Beer By The Pitcher, Wine 
By The Liter. Sun. thru Thurs. 4 p.m.-1 a.m., 
Fri, & Sat. 4 p.m.-2 a.m. Vegetable Pizza Our 
Specialty 
312-674-8977 
3724 W. Dempster 
SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 


Ultimate in Fine Banquets at Prices 
You Can Afford. Wedding Specialists. 


Business Meetings, Banquets, Parties 


From 25-250 
312-439-6610 - 
2121 S. Arlington Hts. Rd. 
(3 Biks. S of Golf) 
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 


Wik’s Catering 

“A World of Difference in Quality & Taste”. 
Catering Service. “Menus Tailored to Your 
Budget & Your Taste”. «Wedding Receptions 
*Bar or Bas Mitzvahs *Theme Parties *Office 
Parties *Home Parties. Special Bear Sand- 
wiches to Take to the Games! “Last Minute 
Parties Beautifully Arranged Our Specialty” 

312-275-6140 

Serving All Suburbs 
5247 N. Clark 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


THE 


Tim Wrightman Show 
Reilly’s Daughter 


111th & Pulaski (in the Ranch Manor Shopping Center) 


Oaklawn; Illinois 423-1188 


EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT AT 8:30 P.M. 
Meet Tim Wrightman and a different 
Chicago Bear each week. 


Present this ad on Tuesday Nights fora 
FREE Budweiser Headband. Ask about our 
Sunday Bear Brunch and Bus! 

-sponsored in part by 


Anheuser-Busch 
Homewood Beverage Company 


Otis Wilson reaches Cincinnati quarterback Boomer Esiason just after Esiason gets off his pass Sunday. {Bear Report photo 


by Jonathan Daniel) 


Puerto Vallarta averages 80° all 
year round. Our deluxe beach 
front condo’s have spectacular 
views, daily maid service, pools & 
tennis, only 15 minutes from ex- 
cellent golfing facilities. 


Call Michell 
1-800-424-444 1 and 


‘Fora Real 
Dining 


Saturday 4:00 p.m. 'Til Closing 


Reservations Available 
(Monday thru Thursday) 


Greg Ingersoll 
Manager 


Boatels 


HOUSEBOAT VACATIONS 
Enjoy the splendor of the upper Mississippi and 
the bedbtitul fall colors. Plan now for your fall 
vacation. 10% discount on weekends after 
Labor Day. 20% discount on mid-week and full 
week rental after August 18th. Rates start at 
$390 Weekend, $400 Mid-week $660 Weekly 
Write for free brochure. 
Box 219 
McGREGOR, IOWA 
319/873-3718 


Experience Pe Se 
oat Aha ounce 


STAURAN tOuUNG 


The Finest In Seafood & Steaks 


Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Dinner: Monday-Thursday 5:00 p.m.-10:00 
p.m., Friday-Saturday 5:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. 
Lounge: Mon.-Fri. 11.a.m.-Til Closing, 


Cocktails 


“Excellent American & German Cuisine”’ 


1985 Restaurateur of the Year 
Miami Valley Restaurant Ass'n. 


513-492-6186 Gunther Raizel 
Mention Chicago Bears Chef 
1103 Fairington Dr, (Exit 90 From I-75 ¥ Mile East), SIDNEY, OHIO 


Prom Nights On The Town, Dignied Services, 
Weddings, Limousines For All Occasions, Out 
of Town Trips, Business Trips 
312-779-4822 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60655 


Northern italian Cuisine Superiore! 
Owner & Chef Silvio Sciacqua 
ePiano Bar °Valet Parking Group Parties 
25-150 *3 Elegant Dining Rooms *Chicago 
Tribune & & x *WBBM — Sherman Kaplan — 
‘19.5 of our 20° *Chicago Spn-Times — #1 
Nosthem Italran Cuisine, Opén Nightly for Din- 
ner, Major Credit Cards. In the Heart of Lin- 

coin Park West 
525 W. Arlington Place 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 
312-528-1200 
1 Block North of Fullerton 
Y Block West of Clark 


Panepinto’s Pizza & 
Italian Food 


Neopolitan & Sicilian Style 
Spaghetti * Lasagne “Sandwiches * Etc 
Freshly Made Dough Every Day From Scratch 
Eat Here:or Go Out. Catering For All Occa- 
sons 7 Days. a Week. 


(818) 956-0426 


Game Time — Drop O'f Aiter Game $200 To- 
tal “White Limousines "Phone, Bar, FY and 


Bears come out of game 
with no serious injuries 


After routing a team like the Bears did on Sunday, inju- 
ries from the game is about the only concern. But the 
Bears managed to come out relatively free from injuries 
in the game. 

Richard Dent appears to be the most seriously injured 
with a pulled muscle. Coach Mike Ditka said he wasn’t 
sure how serious the injury is yet and that it’s too early 
to tell if he'll play next week against the Vikings at Soldier 
Field. 

The only other injury sustained by a Bear was a kneecap 
injury to Matt Suhey. Suhey hurt it and had some fluid 
taken out of the knee, but he is expected to be ready for 
the Viking game. 


Bear 


Because of the rout, everyone on the Bears was able 
to play in the game, which is something Ditka often likes 
to do. 

“We played everyone on our football team and | think 
that’s what this game’s all about,” Ditka said. 


DITKA WAS SORRY to hear that Green Bay Packer Tim 
Lewis retired from football on doctor's recommendations. 

Lewis jammed his neck when he hit the Bears’ Willie 
Gault during the Monday night game. Doctors said another 
hit like that could cause permanent damage to Lewis. 

‘I'm really sorry to hear that,’’ Ditka said. ‘| think Tim 
Lewis is a quality football player. And that disturbs me very 
much. You hate to see those things happen, and espe- 
cially to quality people like Tim. He’s a class athlete and 
a great guy. You just don't like to see it happen. The game 
is atough game. You certainly don’t like the injury aspect, 
but it's part of the game." 

Before the Packer game, a lot of talk surfaced about 
how rough the game would be played. But it turned out 
to be a clean game, and the hit Lewis was hurt on was 
also clean. 

“There was nothing that could be done,’’ Ditka said. 
‘They both dropped their heads. It really could have hap- 
pened to either one of them. 

‘I've had my neck hurt like that, but not to the degree 


Whesti# 


Tim’s had it. And it hurts.’’ ; 

Ditka then was asked if he ever was hurt to an extent 
where he lost feeling on the field. ‘I’ve had a few calls 
where I've lost my mind on the field,”’ he said. 

THE INSTANT REPLAY RULE caused some con- 
troversy again during the Green Bay game. On one play, 
a Packer fumble that was recovered by the Bears was nul- 
lified and ruled an incomplete pass. Ditka wasn't happy 
about the way it worked out, but declined to pass judg- 
ment on the rule. 

“I'd rather not get involved with it,’ he said. “It’s going 
to take some time. Everybody expected it to be perfect 
and foolproof, but it’s not. So people are getting down on 
it and | don’t think that's right, either. 

“It's in for a year. So at the end of the year analyze it. 
If it's good, keep it. If it’s bad, throw it out. These guys 
are only human. One way or the other, they’re going to 
make mistakes.” 

WILLIAM PERRY SPENT most of last week recover- 
ing from a partially dislocated kneecap he suffered in the 
Green Bay game. Perry was hit low on a block, which 
knocked his kneecap out of place. The knee swelled, but 
he began practicing a little on Thursday. 

Ditka said Perry will have to learn to start pushing peo- 
ple down if they try to cut him down. 

“| just think people are going to start cutting him now,”’ 
he said. ‘| don’t blame them. No one who stands up to 
him can block him one on one. And even when they dou- 
ble team him, he causes a lot of problems.” 

JIM MCMAHON BEGAN THROWING with his new pads 
last Wednesday. McMahon was able to adjust to the pads 
well and throw the ball easily while wearing them. 

“McMahon threw the ball fine today. He looked great,”’ 
Ditka said on Wednesday. ‘He looked like Doc Blanchard 
out there today. He had no problems with the pads and 
threw good with them. Of course, we won't throw the ball 
Sunday anyway. We just do that in practice to humor our 
people.” 

DAN HAMPTON DIDN’T PRACTICE on Wednesday be- 
cause of a sore left knee. “‘We gave Hampton the day off. 
he needed the day off,”’ Ditka said. ‘‘He’s got the kind of 
legs that you can’t work on everyday anyway.”’ 

DESPITE THE POSSIBILITY last week of William Per- 
ry and Dan Hampton missing the Cincinnati game, Ditka 
wasn’t worried that much. That’s because he has a lot of 
confidence in his backups. 

“You have to understand that when we keep these peo- 
ple, we don’t kéep them just for the idea to say we’re go- 
ing to fill out our squad with extra people,’’ Ditka said. 


- ‘These are people who we know can play. Mike Harten- 


stine has played and started in the league for years. Hen- 


y) ~*~ Z 
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The Bears’ offensive line opened up big holes for the running backs Sunday, allowing the Bears to do what they wanted 
to against the Cincinnati defense. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) ¥ 
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Jim McMahon did his Arab impression to keep cool Sun- 
day in the 110-degree field temperature at Riverfront Stadi- 
um. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


\ 


ry Waechter has nothing to apologize for. He filled in for 
us a couple years ago when we went to the playoffs and 
played outstanding. And he played outstanding when he 
played last year. 

“They'll line up and play. They might not be as effec- 
tive as the other two guys, but you'll get a good day's work 
out of them.” 

KEITH ORTEGO TOOK advantage of his playing time 
against Green Bay by scoring a touchdown, and Ditka has 
no problem with putting him in the lineup. 

“He's really been reliable,” Ditka said. “‘He’s a guy 
when a quarterback calls a route, you know where he’s 
going to be. He may not run it as cute as some other guys 
or as fast, but you know where he’s going to be. He’s de- 
pendable, he takes pride in what he does.” 

Ortego wasn't a favorite to make the team in presea- 
son but impressed the staff with his consistency. 

“The odds were stacked against him,”’ Ditka said. ‘‘! 
had a hard time seeing Keith making our team early in 
camp. | have a feeling he’s going to do more than make 
the team. He’s going to be a big factor.”’ 

MANY FANS HAVEN'T been impressed by the Bears’ 
play so far this season. But Ditka believes the standard 
the Bears set last year is reachable this year. 

“We have to measure ourselves against ourselves,” he 
said. “I think we're the standard. We don’t worry too much 
about the other teams in the league. We set a standard 
last year that’s possible to do. We proved it. Now, can we 
do it again? And we haven't done it yet. But we're striv- 
ing toward it. That’s our goal."’ 

CINCINNATI'S OFFENSE IS one of the tougher ones 
in the NFL to prepare for because it does so many differ- 
ent things. So while preparing for it, Ditka said the defense 
was working on everything. 

“We've prepared for everything and I’m sure they're go- 
ing to find something else we haven't prepared for,” he 
said. ‘‘And we'll have to try to do the best we can against 
it.” 

DITKA ON THE BEARS’ offense: ‘‘Our offense is kind 
of like Baskin-Robbins without all the flavors. We just line 
up and go. It’s easy to defense us.” 


Radio, TV Coverage 


The Bears’ game against Minnesota will be televised 
by CBS, WBBM-TV (channel 2) in Chicago. WGN (720 AM) 
will carry the game on radio. 

Also on radio, “The Mike Ditka Show” is broadcast Sun- 
day at 9:05 p.m. on WBBM-AM (780). 
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Minnesota Vikings vs. Chicago Bears 


A 


'Minnesota Vikings 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos. Ht =o Wt. Age = Yr. College 

1 Chuck Nelson. . K 511175 «226 3 Washington 
8 Greg Coleman P 60 180 32 10 Florida A&M 
9 Tommy Kramer. 08 62 202 31 10 Rice 

11 Wade Wilson QB 63 210 27 6 East Texas St 
13 Steve Bono OB “63 (211 24 2 UCLA 

20 Darrin Nelson RB 59-9 18508) 2725: Stanford 
21° Rufus Bess j CB 59 187 ® 8 S. Carolina St 
23 Ted Brown RB 510 206 29 8 N. Carolina St. 
26 David Evans CB 60 180 27 °1 Central Arkansas 
% Issac Holt. . cB 64 197 24 2 Alcorn St. 
35 Kyle Morrell. . § 61 189 23 1 Brigham Young 
36 Allen Rice. . RB 510 198 36.24 3 * Baylor 

39 Carl Lee 08 511 185 2 4 Marshall 
44 John Harris § 62 24 2 9 Arizona St 
45 Wayne Wilson . RB 6-3 220 «29s Shepherd 
46 Alfred Anderson RB 6-1 213 hs Baylor 

47 Joey Browner $ 62 20 2 4 USC 

51 Jim Hough . CiG 62 268 3 9 Utah State 
54 Jesse Solomon L8 60 249 23 =R Florida State 
55 Scott Studwell . LB 62 231 92 .10 Minois 

56 Chris Doleman . : LB 65 250 2 2 Pittsburgh 
57 Chris Martin LB 6-2 230° 26 4 Auburn 
58 Walker Lee Ashley LB 60 231 2 3 Penn State 
62 Brent Boyd G 63 «275 sé UCLA 

65 Gary Zimmerman T 66 220 2 1 Oregon 
66 Terry Tausch G 65 270 oS Texas 

67 Dennis Swilley C 63 245 3 9 Texas A&M 
71 Mark MacDonald G 6-4 267 25 2 Boston College 
72 David Hutfman f T 66 203 2 7 Notre Dame 
73 Neil Elshire.... : DE 66 261 2 «6 Oregon 

75 Keith Millard OT 66 260 24 2 Washington St 
76 Tim Irwin T 67 288 238 Tennessee 
77 Mark Mullaney DE 66 242 33 12 Colorado State 
79 Doug Martin DE 63 4255 2 7 Washington 
80 Jim Gustafson WR 61 185 2 1 St. Thomas 
82 Carl Hilton TE 63 229 22 R Houston 
83 Steve Jordan ~ TE 63 = 231 ad. Brown 

84 Hassan Jones wR 60 198 2 R Florida St 
86 Mike Mularkey TE 64 233 «2 64 Florida 
87 Leo Lewis ... WR 58 172 3% 6 Missouri 
88 Buster Rhymes WR 61 212 24 2 Oklahoma 
91 Joe Phillips DT 64 280 23 R SMU 

95 Gerald Robinson DE 63 23 4«223)—«C«#R Auburn 
96 Tim Newton OT 60 302 232, Florida 
99 David Howard ~ F LB 62 225 25 2 CalSt.Lg. Beach 


INJURED RESERVE 

Willie Teal CB; Neal Guggemos S; Kirk Lowdermilk C; Grant Feasel T: Gary Schippang T; Anthony 
Carter WR; Sammy White WR. 

HEAD COACH: Jerry Burns 

ASSISTANTS: Bob Schnelker, Floyd Peters, Tom Batta, Pete Carroll, Monte Kiffin, John Michels, Dick 
Rehbein, Marc Trestman, Paul Wiggin 


Sunday, Oct. 5 
Soldier Field 
Chicago 
Noon, CST 


QUARTERBACK TOMMY KRAMER, 


Chicago Bears 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wh Age Yr. College 

4 Steve Fuller QB 64 3% 6B Ciemson 

6 Kevin Butler K 6-4 15 2% 2 Georgia 

8 Maury Buford P 61 19 BS Texas Tech 

9 Jim McMahon QB 61 190 a $5 BYU 

18 Mike Tomozak QB 1 195 86024 2 Ohio State 
20 Thomas Sanders RB S11 203 2 2 Tetas A&M 
22 Dave Duerson § G1 23 «4 Notre Dame 
23 Shaun Gayle... . cB 511 193 2 3 Ohio'St 
24 Vestee Jackson DB 60 . 186 2 R Washington 
25 Todd Bell .......... $ St A, {27S Ohio State 

26 Matt Suhey : FB 511 216 2 7 Penn State 

27 Mike Richardson cB 60 188 2 4 Arizona St 
29 Dennis Gentry RB 58 181 7 Ss Baylor 

33 Calvin Thomas FB 511 245 HSS Minois 

34 Walter Payton RB 510 22 0 «6H Jackson St 
35 Neal Anderson RB S11 210 ate RR Florida 
45 Gary Fencik . $ 61 196 32.11 Yale 
48 Reggie Phillips _. DB 610 170 2 2 SMU 
50 Mike Singletary LB 60 228 a7 6 Baylor 
51 Jim Morrissey ; LB 63 215 23 .2° Michigan Slate 
52 Larry Rubens c 62 262 27 3 Montana State 
53 Dan Rains. - LB 6-1 29 «323 Cincinnati 
55 Otis Wilson. LB 62 22 28 7 Lowsville 
57 TomThayer .~ Gic 64 21242 Notre Dame 
58 Wilber Marshall LB 61 225 4 3 Florida 

89 lon Rivera (1B «68H California 
62 Mark Bortz G 66 29 2 4 lowa 
63 Jay Hilgenberg..__ - Cc 63 6 FF 6 Jowa . 
88 Paul Blair 4°) 25 22 AR Oahoma Sale 
70. Henry Waechter~ . OF 65 25 a § Nebraska 
72 William Perry OT 62 308 2 2 Clemson 
73 Mike Hartenstine DE 63 254 «832 12 Penn State 
74 Jim Covet T 64 2 684 Pittsburgh 
76 Steve McMichael OT 62 260 2 7 Texas 

78 Keith Van Horne T 66 280 BCS USC 

79 Kurt Becker. G 65 267 a7 6 Michigan 
80 Tim Wrightman TE 63: 237 26 2 UCLA 

81 Lew Barnes WR 58 163 2 &R Oregon 

83 Willie Gault; WR 61 163 0«H4 Tennessee 
86 Clay Pickering” WR 65 215 2 3 Maine 
87 Emery Moorehead TE 62 220 32 10 Colorado 
89 Keith Ortego WR 60 180 22 2 McNeese State 
90 Al Harris F LB 65 3 2 7 _ Arizona St 
95 Richard Dent DE 65 23. 24 Tenn State 
99 Dan Harhpton DT 65 267 2 8 Arkansas 


Injured Reserve — LB Brian Cabral, OT Andy Frederick, FB E.J. Jones, RB Calvin Murray, UG Rick 
Schulte, TE Riley Walton, WA.Doug Donley, TE Tim Stracka, OG Stefan Humphries, WR Ken Margerum 
Physically Unable to Perform — WR Dennis McKinnon, CB Lestie Frazier, 

Non-Football Injury — WR Glenn Kozlowski. 

HEAD COACH: Mike Ditka 

ASSISTANTS: Jim Dooley, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, Greg Landry, Jim LaRue. John Levra, Dave McGin- 
nis, Johnny Roland, Dick Stanfel, Vince Tobin. 


Special to the Bear Report 

When Jerry Burns became the fourth head coach of the 
Minnesota Vikings last January, his No. 1 goal was to bring 
the club back to respectability. 

During the past three seasons, the Vikings had become 
a doormat in the NFC Central. As a result of the downfall 
Bud Grant retired, came back for one season, and retired 
again. Burns had been an assistant under Grant since 
1968, so it was only natural that he deserved a chance 
to lead the team out of mediocrity. 

Of course, Burns knew that in order for the Vikings to 

_ challenge the Bears for the division title this year, the team 
would have to get a lot of production out of quarterback 
Tommy Kramer. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, Burns criticized Kramer for 
not providing the kind of leadership a 10-year veteran 
signal-caller should display. Kramer obviously took the 
coach's words to heart as he threw three touchdown pass- 
es in a 31-7 victory over the Steelers on September 21. 
But that was only the beginning. Last Sunday against the 
Packers at the Metrodome, Kramer had the best day of 
his career as he tossed six touchdown passes in a 42-7 
win over lowly Green ‘Bay. Three of those’ touchdown’ 


a 


strikes came in the first six minutes of the game. Kramer 
has silenced all the critics, including Burns. 

“| don’t know what the people wanted the first two 
games,”’ said Kramer. Minnesota lost its opener to Detroit 
(13-10) and defeated the Bucaneers (23-10). ‘‘We were 
1-1 and didn’t exactly get ripped in the game we lost. | 
know | have to play well for this team to go places. But 
you have to take what the defense gives you.”’ 

Vikings win three straight 

Thanks to Kramer’s prowess, the’ Vikings come into 
Soldier Field riding a three-game winning streak and trail 
the world champion Bears by just one game in the NFC 
Central race. Not only is Kramer hot, but so is the Min- 
nesota defense. It leads the league in least points allowed 
(37) and has given up only six points (two field goals) in 
the second half of all four of its games combined. 

“We haven't let an opponent score a touchdown in the 
second half all year. That's what we have to do to win,” 
says defensive end Keith Millard. 

The defense certainly has to take some credit for help- 
ing Kramer get all those touchdown passes against the 
Packers. A Scott Studwell interception set up a"13-yard 
touchdown pass-to RB Darrin Nelson which made the 


- 


score 14-0. Minnesota also recorded four sacks against 
the Packers. 

While Kramer and Studwell (10th year, Illinois) are two 
of the veterans which have helped the Vikings turn things 
around, rookies have also made a major impact this sea- 
son. Minnesota has 11 first-year players on the roster, in- 
cluding offensive tackle Gary Zimmerman, a former USFL 
stand-out. But the most impressive rookie has been wide 
receiver Hassan Jones. The fifth-round draft choice out 
of Florida State, has been nothing short of sensational. 
He has caught four touchdown passes during the past two 
games. Against Green Bay, he caught six for 106 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

Jones is one of the primary targets for Kramer, who has 
now thrown a league-leading 11 touchdown passes. Tight 
end Steve Jordan has also been a primary receiver. Last 
Sunday, he scored two touchdowns while catching six for 
112 yards. These performances have made people for- 
get that speedsfer Anthony Carter is on injured-reserve 
with a knee injury. ¢ 

Vikings solid on the run 
Minnesota's running game also has been effective. Nel- 
Continued Page 16 
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RUNNING BACK DARRIN NELSON DEFENSIVE TACKLE KEITH MILLARD 


Lineups 
Minnesota Chicago 
Offense 


84 Hassan Jones, 88 Buster Rhymes WR _ 83 Willie Gault, 89 Keith Ortego 

65 Gary Zimmerman, 72 David Huffman LT 74 Jim Covert, 68 Paul Blair 

51 Jim Hough, 62 Brent Boyd kG 62 Mark Bortz, 79 Kurt Becker 

67 Dennis Swilley, 51 Jim Hough Cc 63 Jay Hilgenberg, 52 Larry Rubens 

66 Terry Tausch, 71 Mark MacDonald RG 57 Tom Thayer, 79 Kurt Becker 

76 Tim Irwin, 72 David Huffman RT 78 Keith Van Horne, 68 Paul Blair 

83 Steve Jordan, 86 Mike Mularkey TE 87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 

87 Leo Lewis, 89 Mike Jones WR 29 Dennis Gentry, 89 Keith Ortego 
9 Tommy Kramer, 11 Wade Wilson RB 34 Walter Payton, 20 Tom Sanders 

46 Alfred Anderson, 23 Ted Brown FB 26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 

20 Darrin Nelson, 36 Allen Rice QB 9 Jim McMahon. 18 Mike Tomczak 


Defense 


79 Doug. Martin, 73 Neil Elshire 99 Dan Hampton, 73 Mike Hartenstine 
96 Tim Newton, 91 Joe Phillips 76 Steve McMichael, 70 Henry Waechter 
75 Keith Millard, 98 Gary Palumbis 72 William Perry, 70 Henry Waechter 

77 Mark Mullaney, 95 Gerald Robinson 95 Richard Dent, 73 Mike Hartenstine 
56 Chris Doleman, 57 Chris Martin 55 Otis Wilson, 59 Ron Rivera 

55 Scott Studwell, 58 Walker Lee Ashley 50 Mike Singletary, 59 Ron Rivera 

99 David Howard, 54 Jesse Solomon 58 Wilber Marshall, 90 Al Harris 

30 Issiac Holt, 27 John Turner ~ 27 Mike Richardson, 24 Vestee Jackson 
39 Carl Lee, 28 Ted Rosnagle 48 Reggie Phillips, 24 Vestee Jackson 


47 Joey Browner, 21 Rufus Bess 22 Dave Duerson, 25 Todd Bell = 
43 Mike Lush, 35 Kyle Morrell 45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle FORCOMPLETEINFORMATION | ANDBROCHURE CALL: 


Specialists Red Carpet TRAVEL 
1 Chuck Nelson, 5 Jeff Brockhaus PK 6 Kevin Butler 596-0070 


8 Greg Coleman P 8 Maury Buford 
51 Jim Hough, 72 David Huffman PR 81 Lew Barnes, 89 Keith Ortego 
51 Jim Hough, 72 David Huffman KR 29 Dennis Gentry, 20 Thomas Sanders 
8 Greg Coleman KC 63 Jay Hilgenberg, 52 Larry Rubens 1044 E. 162nd St., SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473 
21 Rufus Bess, 88 Buster Rhymes PC 52 Larry Rubens, 63 Jay Hilgenberg 


21 Rufus Bess, 87 Leo Lewis H 4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomcezak HOURS: Mon. &Fri.9-8 Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1 
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Willie Gault had to be pleased with his performance against the Bengals and glad to be team- The Bears’ Tom Thayer takes a breather during the Bears’ game against the Bengals Sunday. 
ing up with Jim McMahon again. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) Field temperature at game time was 110 degrees. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Your South Suburban Bears Souvenir Headquarters 
“Shop Where The Pros Shop”’ ' 


SPORTS ARENA 


As Featured on ‘“‘The NFL Today’”’ 


* Official Bears Starter Jackets from $74.95 
* Authentic Bears Pro Line Products from $15.95 
* Chicago Bears Desk Top Telephones 


(It Plays Fight Song) $74.95 


~ We Specialize in ‘Big Guys’ Sizes 


ex For Your Convenience, We Accept Mail 
wt, Orders With Your Visa or MasterCard 


FOR INFORMATION CALL 312-748-0051 
We Specialize in Mail Orders 
EVERGREEN PLAZA 


EVERGREEN PARK, IL 
(Opening Soon) 


LINCOLN MALL ORLAND PARK PLACE LOUIS JOLIET MALL 
= MATTESON, IL ORLAND PARK, IL JOLIET, IL 


October 6, 1986 Chicago Bear Report 11 


Three-back 
offense swings 


pendulum away 
from defense 


First off, it's nota full-house backfield. It starts with three 
people behind ihe quarterback, but at least one leaves be- 
fore the snap. Sometimes, all three scatter to the sidelines. 

It's a three-back offense, and it’s a close cousin to the 
one-back offense. It gives a ball carrier the same head start 
from several yards back. It has the same possibilities for 
a kaleidoscope of formations. 

Three backs have been used by a lot of teams lately 
for a lot of reasons. If Bear coach Mike Ditka’s reason 
works out, it'll be used by a lot more teams. 

Ditka used it to beat the 46 defense. Simple as that. 

Ditka was irying to cut the 46 down to size even when 
its guru, Buddy Ryan, was working as his own defensive 
coordinator. He couldn't hide his delight when Walter Pay- 
ton ran for 192 yards last year against the Packers’ 46. 
“| think we showed some other people how to attack the 
46,"’ Ditka said. 

The Bears showed an even better way when Payton ran 
for 177 yards against Philadelphia, where Ryan now is 
head coach. Offensive coordinator Ed Hughes was care- 
ful to assign credit propefly. “| would say Walter Payton 
was the reason why it worked,” he said, and it’s true Pay- 
ton could run from an acrobats’ pyramid formation if he 
had to. But the three-back sets made sense against the 46. 

The 46 is hard to run against because it has two line- 
backers on the offense’s strong side. But the ‘‘Eagle,”’ as 
Ditka called his three-back offense, did not have a strong 
side until one of the backs went in motion. It had a 
balanced backfield, with Payton directly behind the ball, 
six yards back, and a fullback and tight end 41/2 yards be- 
hind the guard-tackle holes. 


One of the up backs always went in motion. If he ran 
away from the paired strong-side linebackers, the offense 
matched its strong side to the defense's weak side. If he 
ran toward the paired linebackers, he weakened that side. 
One of the linebackers had to follow him. 

“They couldn't do what they wanted to do with that 
defense,’’ Ditka said. ‘‘You take one guy out of their im- 
mediate force program (against the run). The extra man 
we couldn't block. Now it evens up.” 

Against Philadelphia and then Green Bay, the Bears 
used three backs on about half their plays. It was a fur- 
ther development of Ditka’s philosophy to confuse 
defenses by moving players around, not revealing until 
just before the snap where they'll come from. 

“| don't think we're the kind of football’ team right now 
that can toe up to them and say, ‘OK, we're going to line 
up in two formations and we’re going to beat your nose 
in on the line of scrimmage,’ '’ Ditka said. ‘‘We have to 
do some things to take advantage of what they’re doing, 
or to get a force man out of where he wants to be. | be- 
lieve the least they know about what we're doing, the bet- 
ter chance we have." 

The Bears aren't the only team that feels that way. 
Defenses almost always base their calls on the offense’s 
formation, which is their best clue to the play that's com- 
ing up. If the formation isn't established until right before 
the snap, the defense may not have time to recognize it. 

The main advantage of three backs is the offense can 
load up for either a run or a pass. All three backs don’t 
have to be running backs. They can be any combination 
of backs, tight ends or wide receivers. The defense doesn’t 
know until the shifting and motion stop whether the offense 
iS using one outside receiver or four. 

“We fee! like it gives us the opportunity to have the chalk 
last,’ says Al Saunders, the San Diego Chargers’ 
receivers coach. Ditka admitted borrowing heavily from 
the Chargers, who used three backs much of last season. 
San Diego, of course, was also the birthplace of the one- 


Jim McMahon and Walter Payton congratulate each other after their rout of Cincinnati on Sunday. (Bear Report photo 


by Jonathan Daniel) 


back offense. San Diego is to NFL offense as Paris is to 
hemlines. 

Another good reason for using three backs is depth at 
running back and a lack of wide receivers. The Bears have 
that problem. Dallas has it even more obviously. When 
Herschel Walker joined the Cowboys, coach Tom Landry 
had a problem of how to use him with Tony Dorsett. Who 
was going to block? 

With three backs, he’s using Walker and Dorsett without 
removing their blocking back, fullback Timmy Newsome. 
He’s also using Walker as an outside receiver, where he 
doesn't have to survive the line of scrimmage to run in 
open fields. 

With a young quarterback, the Bears didn’t pass much 
from three-back sets. Mike Tomczak had enough trouble 
keeping the dozen-plus motion patterns straight for run- 
ning plays. But San Diego passes often and well. 

“Ifa team was willing to sit back and throw the ball off 
that formation, | think you could really hurt the defense, 
put some real holes in it,’ Ditka said after the Eagle game. 
“We had people open everywhere.”’ 

Backs are becoming popular as outside receivers even 
for teams that don’t use three backs. The Bears did it much 
of last season with Dennis Gentry. They’ve sent Walter 
Payton wide this year. 

In the opener, Cleveland halfback Earnest Byner lined 
up outside for most of his six catches. He gained 94 yards, 
including 40 on one short pass when he broke three 
tackles. 

“The secret,’’ strong safety Dave Duerson says of con- 
taining threse broken-field threats, “is don’t let him get 
the ball.” 

That's becoming a chore, too. These backs know how 
to get.open. The Chargers trained halfback Gary Ander- 
son as a wide receiver through training camp. They did 
the same thing last year with Lionel James, who set a 
record for receiving yards by a back. 

Receiving back could turn into a new position. It has 
been a third-down position for some time now, but this was 
the first year a running back was a coveted first-round draft 
choice for his ability as an outside receiver. Ronnie Har- 
mon wound up going to Buffalo, freeing Joe Cribbs for the 
same role in San Francisco. 

The backs who turn up near the sidelines are no longer 
just scatbacks, either. Byner, Payton and Walker are big 
and strong. And even the smaller ones, such as the Charg- 
ers’ James and Anderson, no longer have to fight through 
the congestion of the line to get into their routes. 

“You're out there.alone with a guy,’ says tight end 
Emery Moorehead. He knows the difference. He has 
played both fullback and wide receiver. He says, ‘That's 
why Dennis Gentry is having so much fun. Now all he’s 
got to do is get past one guy.” 

And the one guy is usually a linebacker or a strong safe- 
ty, normally the slowest defensive back. ‘‘If they bring a 
safety, they take away the possibility of double-covering 
both wide receivers,” says Hughes. “'If they play him with 
a linebacker, then you feel like you’ve got a mismatch in 


your favor.” 

It's nothing new for a linebacker to cover a back. That 
happens all the time. But ordinarily, it has happened with 
backs running short routes from the backfield. 

Now they’re covering backs on fly patterns down the 
sideline. They're covering Walker and Anderson, backs 
who are fast even by wide receivers’ standards. A defense 
would prefer to put a nickel back on them, but it can’t tell 
from a substitution when they’re going to line up wide. If 
they take handoffs, the defense wants a linebacker on 
them. 

It’s the offense’s move this year in the coaching chess 
game. Offenses had fallen behind the defenses in the last 
two seasons, but the pendulum is swinging back. Teams 
averaged 23.4 points in the season's first week. Then it 
fell to 17.1 the second week and soared to 24.9 in the third. 

That sort of fluctuation is liable to go on all year as the 
balance of power shifts. And if the three-back attack turns 
out to be the answer to the biggest defensive breakthrough 
in 15 years, next season will be the defenses’ turn to come 
up with something new. . 


Bears’ Schedule 


REGULAR SEASON 
BEARS 41, Cleveland 31 
BEARS 13, Philadelphia 10 OT 
BEARS 25, Green Bay 12 
BEARS 44, Cincinnati 7 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS, Noon 
at Houston Oilers, Noon 
Sun., Oct. 19 at Minnesota Vikings, Noon 
Sun., Oct. 26 DETROIT LIONS, Noon 
MON ZANO Wes eee ween iterate oe L.A. RAMS, 8 p.m. 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Noon 
at Atlanta Falcons, Noon 


Sun., Oct. 5 
Sun., Oct. 12 


GREEN BAY PACKERS, Noon } - 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS, Noon 
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS, Noon: 
at Detroit Lions, 8 p.m. 

at Dallas Cowboys, 3 p.m. 


Mercedes-Benz- 
Autohaus On Edens 
Inc. 


&) 


Authorized Mercedes-Benz. Sales, 
Service, Parts, Finest Pre-Driver Cars 
312-272-7900 
Eden's Expressway 
(Route 1-94) 

Between Dundee & Willow Roads 
1550 Frontage Rd. 
NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS 


Beverages 
“The Pop Shop” 
*Quality at Low Prices «Open to 


the Public, Cash & Carry eCans 
& Returnable Bottles *Pre-Post 
Mix eSpecial Event Dispensers 
elce, Cubes & Block 
312-253-0030 
1326 W. Central Rd. 
MT. PROSPECT, ILLINOIS 
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‘L & S Standard 


Service 
Serving Mount Prospect, Prospect Heights & 
Arlington Heights. Complete Auto Repairs. 
Towing & Road Service, «Wheel Balancing & 
Alignment *Brake Service *Multlers ¢Auto Air 
Conditioning ¢Sun Electronic Tune-Ups *Atlas 


Moscow At 
Night 


We feature an extensive A La 


Tires. 
Carte menu that lists more than 312-255-1989 
3 dozen appetizers and 20 en- 312-398-9012 
trees. Our opulent family style 726 N. Main 
dinner package for 4 or more per- pp essa a 


sons, Fri., Sat., Sun., isa MUST. 
Order it when you make your 
reservation and be prepared for 
atable full of cold appetizers, cold 


Rand Rd. (Rte. 12) & Elmhurst (Rte. 83) 
MOUNT PROSPECT, ILLINOIS 


meats, smoked fish, marinated 
vegetables, roast duck, salads, 
caviar, our tray of fresh fruit and 
pastries are SUPER. But the vod- 
ka and champagne are included. 
Entertainment starts at 8p.m.on . 
Fri., Sat. & Sun., so come early 
the floor show is part of the fun. | 
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 4-10 p.m. Fri., 
Sat., till 2 a.m., Sun. ‘til midnight. 
Reservations 
312-338-6600 


3058 W. Peterson 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 


Agustano’s 
Pizzeria 


Pick-Up & Fast Delivery. Stuffed 
Pizza In The Pan. Open 7 Days, 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. 

312-481-2820 

Dept. CB 
708 W. 14th St. 
Just Off Corner of Rt. 30 & Western 

CHICAGO HEIGHTS. ILLINOIS 


A 


“Our Business Is Life” 


St. John’s 
Regional 
Medical Center 


Staff RN’s 

People are St. John’s greatest 
resource ... that is just one rea- 
son we are the medical center 
people of this four-state area 
count on. This 367-bed Sisters of 
Mercy hospital has positions 
open for health-care profession- 
als who wish to make caring for 
others a way of life. eCCU/PCU 
eCardiovascular ICU eICU ] 

eOncology *Telemetry/Step- Enterprises, 


Down eCVOR. Each position Inc. 
offers a competitive salary and Hunting/Photo Blind $29.95 


benefits package 22 well aoe Instantly adjusts and collapses. 
highlysprotessionalsmedieall-gt Waterproof/weight 2.5 Ibs,/5 1 
mosphere. For an application and | | minute assembly. Send check or | 
more information write or call: m.o. for $29.95 hy $3.00 shipping | 
Nese Yas &handling to: I 
St. John’s Regional Medical Center iO 
2727 McClelland Boulevard P.O. Box 1131 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64801 FT, LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33302 - 
(Or 625-2446. (305) 926.7127 
Ir 33 $ 
Dept. CB Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F 


near 


Michael Anthony’s 
Pizza 


Restaurant & Sports Bar 
Pan & Thin Pizza 


eRavioli, Lasagna, Mostaccioli, Spaghetti 
°Clams — Baked, Steamed or Raw eAsk About 
Our Satisfying Sandwiches °Sensational 
Salads, Desserts, Beer, Wine, Mixed Drinks 


Dining Room Open: Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m.- 
Midnight, Fri. 11:30 a.m.-1 a.m., Sat. 12:00 Noon- 
1 a.m., Sun. 11:30 a.m.-Midnight 


312-484-0039 


6434 Ogden 
BERWYN, ILLINOIS 


>< aS = 


CRYSTAL 
COVE 


on Sapphire Beach 


Superior resort in lush setting on 
one of the islands best swimming 
and snorkeling beaches. All units 
centrally air conditioned, com- 
pletely furnished with fully 
equipped kitchens, maid and lin- 
en service. Lighted tennis courts, 
swimming pool. Sailing, water 
sports, dining facilities, cocktail 
lounge and gift shop nearby. Call 
our toll free number 
(800) 524-2011 
Or Write Route 6 


ST. THOMAS, 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 00802 


Ada’s Restaurant 
& Cocktail Lounge 


ABA S 
Serving Lunch 


and Dinner 
11:00-4:00 a.m. 


Monday thru Saturday 
11:00-4:00 a.m. 
(Closed Sunday) 


Entertainment 
Nightly 


Special Luncheon & Dinner 
Parties by Arrangement 


312-756-2327 


525 Dixie Highway 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 


PASTEGR 
iestauiant 


The Finest Vietnamese Cuisine in Chicago 


Come Celebrate Our 1st Year Anniversary, Bring In 
This Ad and Receive 15% Off of Regular Price. Valid 
10-1-86 — 11-1-86. Freshly Prepared Spring Rolls, 
Seafood Specialties, Including Grilled Jumbo Shrimp, 
Extensive Beverage & Dessert Menu 

4759 N. Sheridan Rd. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


312-271-6673 


Open 7 Days For Lunch & Dinner 
hy Valet Parking . 


sd 


LINCOLN TURNERS 


1019 Diversey Parkway * CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60614 


Physical Education and Fitness For Over 100 Years 


FALL’S COMING! 


WANT A PLACE TO STAY FIT? 
WITHOUT THE CROWDS? 


CHECK THE 


LINCOLN TURNERS 


FIRST... 


WHERE THE WHOLE IDEA OF 


PHYSICAL FITNESS BEGAN! 


SWIMMING POOL 
& 
GYMNASIUM 


Bring this ad In and Mention the 
Chicago Bears anc get your 
$10.00 Discount on your first 
year membership 


FOR INFORMATION 
CALL 312-248-1682 


Riverside Chiropractic Center 


Dr. D. Patos — Chiropractic Physician 
Licensed Acupuncturist ® Exercise Physiologist 


Our State of the Art Technology Allows Us To 
Competenily Treat Conditions Such As: 


elLow Back or Neck Pain eHeadaches 
eArthritis/Bursitis *Hip/Leg Pain *Painful 


Joints eStress/Nervousness ¢Disc & Sciatic 
Pain eAuto/Industrial Injury eSports Injuries 


312-447-5939, Dept. CB | 


3340 S. Harlem 
RIVERSIDE ILLINOIS 


Most Insurance Plans Accepted 
Conveniently Located, Just So. of Burlington R:R. Tracks 


Free Ample Parking 


Doug’s Picks 


BEARS by 14 over VIKINGS 
Important game for both teams 


JETS by SEVEN over BILLS 
New York playing well 


BENGALS by 10 over PACKERS 
Pack is hapless 


BROWNS by SEVEN over STEELERS 
Pittsburgh doesn’t have much 


BRONCOS by THREE over COWBOYS 
Home field edge over Denver 


LIONS by SIX over OILERS 
Detroit tough at home 


49ERS by 10 over COLTS 
San Francisco still good 


CHIEFS by TWO over RAIDERS 
A close, tough game 


PATRIOTS by 10 over DOLPHINS 
New England will destroy Miami 


GIANTS by SIX over CARDINALS 
St, Louis hasn't shown much y 


FALCONS by SIX over EAGLES 
Atienta coming off tough win 


RAMS by SEVEN over BUCCANEERS 
Los Angeles is hot 


REDSKINS by FOUR over SAINTS 
Washington on a roll 


SEAHAWKS by SIX over CHARGERS 
Seattle having good year 


Last week’s record: 10-3 
Season record: 35-20 


Coach Mike Ditka didn’t Jook like he was ina good mood 
Sunday despite winning 44-7 at Cincinnati. (Bear Report pho- 
to by Jonathan Daniel) 


DUMPLING HOUSE 


See Our New Enlarged Dining Room 


Authentic Bohemian & American Cooking 
Featuring: eRoast Duck #Roast Pork *Breaded Pork 
Tenderloin, Etc. ° Cocktails 


For Carry Outs 
4109 Harlem 5 ea 
STICKNEY, ILLINOIS 312-484-6733 


Open 7 Days: Mon.-Thur. & Sun: 17 am-9/pm. 
Fri. & Sat. 11 am-10p-m 
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0-2 teams aren’t dreaming Super Bowl 


No team has ever rebounded from a 0-2 start and wound 
up in the Super Bowi. Which is’probably why the winless 
Raiders held a ‘piayers only’ meeting after, their second 
fess recently. 

‘Most of it was private," said cornerback Mike Haynes 
of the meeting. ‘We just talked about the situation we're 
in at 0-2. We wanted to tell the young guys on the team 
not to give up and the good things will happen.” 

After a 1-2 start last year the Raiders held a similar ‘play- 
ers only’ meeting. They responded by winning their next 
five before finishing 12-4 to become AFC West champions. 

The last time the Raiders started 0-2 was 1964 when 


By 
Brian ~— 
Hewitt 


_ 


NFL haaatiok 


present owner Al Davis was their coach and present coach 
Tom Flores was their quarterback. That team finished 5-7-2 
after losing its first five games. 

This time the results were not as immediate. The Raid- 
ers lost their third game, 149 to the Giants. 


°NFL defensive minds are still trying to figure out how 
the Giants limited the high-powered Charger offense to 
seven points recently after allowing Dallas to score 31 
points in Week One. 

Turns out the Giants solicited and received extensive 
help from two of San Diego’s AFC West rivals — Kansas 
City and Denver. Giant coach Bill Parcells called Chief 
coach John Mackovic and Bronco coach Dan Reeves and 
asked if their defensive coaches would tutor his defensive 
assistants. Both teams agreed. “The Giants really picked 
(Kansas City defensive coordinator) Walt Corey’s mind,” 
Mackovic said. “! just hope Walt coaches our defense as 
well against San Diego as he did New York’s.”’ 

Asked if he expected San Diego coach Don Coryell to 


be upset with this development, Mackovic said, “‘l’m sure” 


he won’t be pleased. But | hope he doesn’t get mad at 
me. He’s one of the few coaches | get along with."’ 

Said Coryell: “| don’t mind. There’s nothing wrong with 
that. Kansas City and Denver want us to lose and we want 
them to lose. It does say one thing about them though, 
it says they are concerned and worried.” 


Former Colt placekicker Raul Allegre priced himself 
out of a job recently when the Giants needed a replace- 
ment for Ali Haji-Sheikh and Bob Thomas. 

Parcells wanted to sign Allegre until the former Texas 
kicker asked for bonuses that would pay him an extra 
$4,000 for every field goal and $1,000 for each extra point. 

The Giants ended up signing Joe Cooper. Cooper was 
working as a law cierk in a California superior court when 
the Giants called. Cooper converted two of three in Yew 
York’s 20-7 victory over San Diego. 

in the last two years the Giants have had five different 
kickers. 

*Despite dire predictions by its critics, the instant replay 
has not slowed the length of the average NFL game so far. 

After two weeks the average NFL game was three hours, 
nine minutes and 57 seconds. Last year after two weeks 
the average was 3:12.02. 

#»Former Notre Dame quarterback Blair Kiel was trying 
out with the Canadian Football League’s Edmonton Eski- 
mos when the emergency call came from Miami, where 
the Collis had just lost starter Gary Hogeboom for the 
season. 

“lt was a two-hour drive from the Arctic Circle in 20 
degrees,” Kiel said. ‘‘A call from Miami sure sounded nice 
at that point.” 

*Firsi-year Saints coach Jim Mora on why he requires 
players te wear coats and ties on road trips: ‘‘I’m not sure 
there's a connection between wearing a coat and tie and 
winning, but we're representing a first-class organization, 
a first-class city and a first-class league, and | want them 
to look the part.” 

e{n the wake of the back injury that has endangered 49er 
quarterback Joe Montana's career, Cardinal wide receiver 


Pat Tilley is suffering from a ‘“‘bulging disc”’ in his lower 
back. 

The disc is rubbing against a nerve and could cost Til- 
ley his career. Tilley will miss at least four weeks. 

St. Louis’ other wide receiver, Roy Green, has already 
had three different injuries this year. 

In 1984 Green caught 12 touchdown passes, averag- 
ing 56 yards apiece. Since the first game of the 1985 sea- 
son he hasn’ caught one pass more than 47 yards. Green 
was also hurt much of last year. 


eThe 49ers have an estimated $3.5 million tied up in 
salaries for their 16 players on injured reserve. 

Heading the list are Montana ($1,000,000), running back 
Wendell Tyler ($500,000) and cornerback Eric Wright 
($325,000). 

eViking guard Jim Hough needed three IV bottles of dex- 
trose between the stadium and the airport in Tampa Bay 
recently. Temperature on the field during the Vikings’ win 
reached 118 degrees. 

“You could soak his pants in Lake Minnetonka and they 
wouldn't have been any wetter,” said Minnesota coach 
Jerry Burns. “I’ve never seen anybody perspire like that 
in all my years in football.” 

NOTES AND QUOTES: A highly-placed NFL official 
says the Packers were much closer to winning the Jim 
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Sunday's Results 
Minnesota 42; Green Bay 7 
Chicago 44, Cincinnati 7 
Cleveland 24, Detroit 21 
Kansas Ctiy 20, Buffalo 17 
Philadelphia 34, L.A. Rams 20 
N.Y. Giants 20, New Orleans 17 
Pittsburgh 22, Houston 16 (ot) 
San Francisco 31, Miami 16 
Washington 19, Seattle 14 
N.Y. Jets 26, Indianapolis 7 
L.A. Raiders 17, San Diego 13 
Denver 27, New England 20 
Atlanta 23, Tampa Bay 20 (ot) 


Everett trade derby than most people realize. Everett, the 
former Purdue quarterback and third pick of the 1986 draft, 
wound up traded to the Rams from Houston last week... . 

When the wife of Miami quarterback Dan Marino gave birth 
to a baby boy recently, Dolphin coach Don Shula wasted 
no time. ‘‘We sent our player personnel director (Chuck 
Connor) over to check out his moves;” Shula said. “‘It 
might be the earliest scouting report in football histo- 
ry."’... Look for new Supreme Court Chief Justice Wil- 
liam Rehnquist to be favorable toward the NFL's bid for 
an anti-trust exemption... . NFL football provided ABC- 
TV with its only two top 20 shows during the week of Sept. 
8 through Sept. 14... . Since the NFL-AFL merger, only 
five percent of the teams that have lost their first two 
games have rebounded to win their divisions... . Richard 
Woods, one of Bo Jackson’s agents, on Tampa Bay's 
failed negotiating techniques: ‘You know the one ques- 
tion nobody ever asked us? Nobody ever asked us what 
it would take to play for Tampa Bay.”’... New Orleans 
general manager Jim Finks on talk the Rams gave up too 
much for quarterback Jim Everett: ““The way they (the 
Rams) finish they figured to be drafting in the bottom third 
of the draft every year. They either get lucky on a guy like 
Montana who was taken in the third round or they bite the. 
bullet. They bit the bullet.’’... Giant running back Joe 
Morris was held to zero or minus yards 14 times in the 
first half of the 1985 season. Recently he was held to zero 
or minus yards 15 times against San Diego. 


National Conference 
Eastern Division 
W Pct. 
Washington 1.000 


N.Y. Giants 
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Green Bay { 
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Western Divi 
Atlanta 
L.A. Raiders 
San Francisco ... 
New Orleans .... 
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Dan Hampton puts the pressure on Cincinnati quarterback Doug Gaynor late in Sunday's game at Riverfront Stadium. (Bear 


Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Defense finally gives fans their rout 


All season Bear fans have been complaining that Chica- 
go wasn't blowing out its opponents like it was at the end 
of last season. 

Well, the Bears answered those fans on Sunday with 
their 44-7 rout of Cincinnati. 

The defense was receiving the most abuse. But Sun- 
day’s performance should show quite a lot of people. The 
Bears’ defense didn’t allow the Bengals to do anything 
all day, except for the 51-yard pass Boomer Esiason com- 
pleted to Mike Martin to set up Cincinnati’s only score. 

And even on that play, the Bears’ defense put a lof of 
pressure on Esiason, as he had to escape two Bear line- 
men to get off the pass. 

Mike Singletary gave the credit for the defense's per- 
formance to defensive coordinator Vince Tobin. 

“The bottom line is we’re getting better,’’ Singletary 
said. ‘Vince Tobin really did a great job of preparing us 
for this game. It worked out well.” 

What's more amazing about the defense’s performance 
is that the unit did the job with one less day to prepare. 
The Bears came off their Monday night game against 
Green Bay already four days behind the Bengals, who 
came off a Thursday night win over Cleveland. 

That one less day of work may have been more of a fac- 
tor than usual for this game because of Cincinnati's com- 
plex offense. The Bengals aren’t afraid to try everything 
against a team. ? 

“It was important for us to get a fast start,”’ said safety 
Gary Fencik. ‘‘And we did it both defensively and offen- 
sively. After that we just piled it right up.” 

Early in the game Cincinnati tried to confuse the Bears, 
as it has tried in the past, by running a hurry up offense 
with no huddle. But the problem was, it seemed the no- 
huddle offense confused the Bengals more than the Bears. 

“It was very effective for the Chicago Bears,’’ Fencik 

said. 
The Bears also had a good pass rush this game, some- 
thing that hasn't always been there this year. That may 
have been one reason why Cincinnati's quarterbacks, first 
Esiason and then Ken Anderson, were overthrowing their 
receivers so often. 

“| think it probably had something to do with the pres- 


sure up front,’’ Fencik said. “‘Esiason just didn't seem to 
be throwing the ball very well. It was easy to read where 
he was throwing the ball.”’ 

And that was one reason why Cincinnati threw five in- 
terceptions for the day. : 

Against the run the Bears were playing their usual game, 
holding the Bengals to just 60 yards rushing. The starting 
backfield for Cincinnati, James Brooks and big Larry Kin- 
nebrew, was held to just 19 yards rushing on nine carries. 


Seven points is the fewest the Bears have given up this 
year, And now Chicago has.given up just 2S poinis in its 
last three games. 


Opponents’ third-down efficiency has been another area 
of concern for the Bears’ defense, Bear opponents had 
been averaging over 50 perceni on third-down conver- 
sions. But the Bengals made just four of 14 third-down at- 
tempts for 28 percent. 


Interceptions 


Continued From Page 3 ; 


McMahon left the game completing 13 of 21 passes for 
211 yards. He threw three touchdown passes and had one 
interception. 

McMahon wasn't surprised at his numbers. ‘'I've been 
throwing for two weeks. It’s not like | came out of a coffin,” 
he said. 

Thomas scores two touchdowns 

Thomas Sanders then scored the first of his two touch- 
downs in the second half on a one-yard run just before 
the end of the third quarter. Steve Fuller, who replaced 
McMahon with 5:44 left in the quarter, completed two of 
four passes on the drive for 48 yards. 

Sanders increased Chicago’s lead in the fourth quart- 
er with a 75-yard touchdown run down the sideline. Bu- 
tler’s extra-point attempt was blocked, making the score 
44-7. 

Sanders said that was his longest run since 1978 when 
he was in high school. ‘'l:ithink | was overdue for that one,”’ 
he said. ‘'The offensive line did a good job. They opened 
up some holes. The backs did their job by hitting the holes 
when they saw an opening.” 

“There were holes big enough to drive a truck through,” 
Ditka said. 

Sanders gained 95 yards on just four carries. 

Things also are made easier when the game plan works. 
“We had a pretty good game plan going in and just did 


the things we said we'd do during the week,"’ Sanders 
said. 

_ It doesn't hurt having your number one quarterback in 
the lineup, either. 

“| think the big difference is that we passed the balla 
little bit more and we got opportunities to get big plays.”’ 
Gault said. ‘| think we're right where we were jas! year." 

Ditka said, ‘‘When we have Jim in there operating we 
can score points. There’s no question about it. And you're 
not afraid to make mistakes. You can always come back 
and overcome it.” 

Now that’s called having confidence in your quar- 
terback. 


GAME NOTES: Sunday’s game was the first regular 
season game the Bears have played at Cincinnati. The 
teams only met twice previously, with the Bengais win- 
ning both games. Cincinnati holds a 4-2 advantage in 
preseason games. .. In their last 46 games, the Bears 
are 37-9 and hold a 35-4 record when leading after the 
third quarter. . . Walter Payton’s second quarter touch- 
down against Green Bay was the 113th of his career, 
tying him with Lenny Moore for second in career touch- 
downs on the all-time NFL list. Jim Brown is the lead- 
er with 126. . . Receiving game balls after the Green 
Bay game were Keith Ortego, Steve Fuller, Richard 
Dent and Steve McMichael. . . McMichael’s safety 
against Green Bay was the second consecutive time 
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AT LAST! 


YOU CAN WEAR 
AN OFFICIAL 


BEARS JACKET. 


This is not a cheap imitation. 
It's just like the jacket you 
see the players wearing on 

the Bears sideline. 


AMERICAN-MADE QUALITY FOR = DIRECT-TO-THE-PUBLIC PRICES. /efund In fact, we're so sure you'll ike 
this jacket, we even offer lo pay 


AMERICA'S TEAM...AND YOU. 
Evenit you were lucky enough to finda 
* 100% Dupont nylon satin in Bears jacket like’ this in the Lr i d postage for-any retunds 
Order your jacket today! You, too, 


Navy never find it al hese prices 

* Extra-thick navy quilted nylon lining can be a. champion and wear the 
JUST Bears orange, navy and white. But, 

hurry! Supplies are limitedand will 


. range and navy knit collar, cuffs 
a ttom band. 
Adut $84.95 red 
= Higaly:chity riveted ertans $ 2 —e on a first come, first se 


* Durable double-stitching 
The team patch on the front with sewn Youth $74.95 Credit Card Calls 


on tackle twill letters on back 
Made by Chalk Line Inc., one of 

America’s Premier Jacket manutactu-- YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION 

“ railed 801-566-3248 
Totally machine washable It you don’t think this is the highest 

(8 a.m.—5 p.m. MST Daily) 


quality jacket of its kind you've ever 
We sell all 28 NFL team jackets owned, just send it peer oa atull 


Mail to: Parker Distributing, 547 West 9460 South, Sandy, Utah 84070 
Due to Me quatty worwmansinp and carols deter please atow 5-10 weeks tor Genre, 


Limited quantities. Available With Super Bowl XX Patch: ORDER NOWH! 
99000008 00066 609089090 0080095S OSES ESS 200505 200000020 e 082058 SeeeeesnsusenenD 


Please send the following jacket sizes: Pigase Pony Name 


Adult # S #M a #XL 


Youth #6-8 #10-12 #14-16 #18-20 


QTy PRICE TOTAL 
(9) Cheek/M.O. enclosed payable to 
Parker Distributing, 
Chargemy [7] Visa (7 MasterGani 
Card No. 
Se i 
Signature 
Bank issuing Card 


Thomas Sanders (20) and Willie Gault both had big days for the Bears Sunday. Gault caught Rac’ Paper Drabibastreg, S4T. nee S400 Sosy Sail, Weenies 


five passes and Sanders ran for 95 yards on five carries. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Bear Report Letters 


1271 W. Dundee Rd. 
Box 89E 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
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BEAR REPORT weicomes all Letters to the Editor. Due | 


to space fimitations, it may be necessary to. shorten let- 
ters fo fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 
necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. — 


j 
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Put Walter in Hall of Fame Now 


Dear Editor, 
| just want to say the more! see Walter Payton play the more 
he amazes me. He is 32 years old and he plays with the same 
intensity and enthusiasm as he did in his rookie year. | believe 
that Walter is the best athlete to ever play the game of football. 
He has a lot of character on the playing field as well as off the 
playing field. Walter Payton should be the first and only active 
player to be inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
Mark Benain 
Thornten, IL 


Closet Gentry Fan Comes Out 


Dear Editor, 
First, my congratulations to Walter Payton.on 15,000 yards — 
what more can be said! 
| have been a closet fan of Dennis Gentry for years. | cae 
remember seeing a running back so explosive off the mark. I'm 
so glad to see him as a starter. He’s earned it and he’s proving 
to be a vital offensive weapon. 4 
Finally, 've been a fan for 29 years and was only recently turned 
on to Bear Report — |! can’t wait to get Friday's mail. , 
Love ya Bears and BEAR REPORT. ! 
Charles Cusumano 
Denver, CO 


With McMahon, Bears Will Win! 
Dear Doug, 

‘wanted to write to let a couple of my feelings out about the 
Bears’ 1986.season. Last year was a dream season that I've been 
waiting for since my first year as a Bear fan back in 1968. 

The Bears went out and manhandled everyone in their way to 
the world championship, and of course the Super Bowl slaugh- 
ter of the New England Patriots. 

The 1986 Bears | don’t think can go out and win in the same 
fashion as the '85 group, but there is no way they can’t also win 
the whole thing again. | really think the only thing in their path 
is the Bears themselves. If they want it bad enough and there 
is not a serious injury to Jim McMahon, the Bears should be the 
first repeat champions since the great Pittsburgh Steeler teams 
of the 1970s. : 

Another point | wanted to talk about was the letter sent in by 
big John Johnson, the Cowboy fan. Sounds like John's a little 
jealous because the Bears dominated his very below average 
Cowboy team of last season. Well John, get ready its de jevu time 
in Texas Stadium, 1986 style. The Bears will take on Dorsett and 
Walker with no problem at all, because neither one can even block 
my grandmother, let alone any of the Bears talented defensive 
team. But John the only thing that might be different is the Bears 
might play their No. 1 quarterback, Jim McMahon, this time 
around. And last but not least as every Bear fan knows, Walter 
Payton is still the best all-around running back in the NFL this 
year, and of all time!’’ 

Walt Morris 
Noblesville, IN 


Media Shouldn’t Hype Bears 
Dear Doug, 

| grew up in a family of Bear fans, especially my father. | remem 
ber when the Bears Jost a game he wouldn't talk for several days 
after. Unfortunately my father passed away before seeing the 
Beare make their way to Super Bowl XX, but I'm sure he sat right 
next lo Papa Bear Halas rooting them on to victory with the best 
seats in the house, 

Now anew season begins and | just finished watching the Bears 
vs. Eagles game where the Bears won. | suppose now all I'm go- 
ing to hearon T_V. and read in the papers is the rivalry between 
Ditka and Ryan, as if we haven't heard it all by now. Don't peo- 
ple get tired of this? | know | do. 

What really gets me is the media and sports announcers. 
They're the first ones to put teams high up on pedestals. When 
they're winning and doing things right and also the first ones to 
make bad comments when they're not doing so well. 

i'm very happy the Bears had a great season and won the Su- 
per Bowl, butwhoever thought it was going to. lead to comparing 
the whole '85 season with the first two games of the regular sea- 
son this year? 

So the Bears haven't started out so good. They still have what 
it takes, just give it time, at least till mid-season. Sometimes | 
just want to turn the valume down on the T.V- so | don't have 
to listen to the announcers. I'm sure i'm not the only one tired 


pe 


of this. The Bears probably are too. Can you imagine how they 
feel? All they hear is ‘‘Can the Bears do it again this year?" 
Why don’t they all just give the team and fans a break and let 
them just start the season with good intentions of going to Su- 
per Bowl XXI. Even though they're a spectacular team they may 
lose two, three or even more games. And if they don’t make it 
to the next Super Bowl we all have to remember, they're only 
human. 
Teresa Fox 
Fairbury, NE 


Bears Should Sign Ellard 
Dear Doug, - 

| have been very concerned with the play of the Bears, the first 
two weeks of the season. I’ve received a considerable amount 
of flack on how many points the Bears allowed against Cleveland. 
When | mention the fact that Cleveland only led for 19 seconds 
of the game, they respond by saying that the Bears were lucky, 
giving the Bears no credit. Buddy Ryan’s Philadelphia 46 kept 
the Bears offense scoreless during the first half of that game. 
And when Payton came back and scored early in the third quart- 
er, still no respect. 

| think what opposing fans need to see is the Bears scoring 
40 or 50 points a game. And the only way to do that is with better 
players. 

There's a wide receiver in this town by the name of Henry El- 
lard of the Rams. He's having contract problems. The Rams don't 
want to pay him. | hate to see Mr. Ellard lose a year of his pro 
football career like Todd Bell and Al Harris did in 85. Seeing Hen- 
ry in a Bears’ uniform opposite Willie Gault would surely scare 
defenses throughout the NFL. 

Miami has Duper and Clayton, we could have Gault and El- 
lard. Ask Mike Ditka for five minutes of his valuable time to think 
about that possibility. In closing | would especially like to thank 
Vestee Jackson for his fumble recovery in overtime (he’s from 
Fresno too) and the whole Bear team for continuing to always 
Bear Down! 

Randy Walker 
Fresno, CA 


Defense ahead of last year 


Defensive coordinator Vince Tobin has received a lot 
of heat from fans so far this year about the defensive play. 

Last week, the Bears’ public relations department put 
together some statistics comparing this year’s defense 
with last year’s after three games. 

The numbers may surprise some people. 

After three games in 1985 the Bears gave up 59 points. 
This year they've given up 53. In 1985 the Bears gave up 
958 total yards, 227 rushing and 731 passing. 

This year the Bears have given up 874 yards, 217 rush- 
ing and 657 passing. 

But in sacks, the Bears recorded 12 after three games 
in 1985, compared to eight in 1986. 
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Mayflower Transport 
Systems (MTS) 


A Division of Mayflower Transit, 
Needs Owner Operators to Haul 
Freight (No Household Moves In- 
volved) 
MTS is expanding and we need Own- 
er Operators immediately. MTS offers 
their Owner Operators: «Weekly Settle- 
ments *Compensation by the Mile 
*Trip Advances *Mayflower Hauling 
Contract *Average Weekly Miles 
2,000-2,200 *Paid Deadhead Miles 
*Full Trailer Maintenance, Including 
Tires Centralized Dispatch. To Quali- 
fy, You Must: *Be 23 Years or Older 
*Have a Good Driving Record *Attend 
Our Free Training Program in Indi- 
anapolis *Own a Late Model Tandem- 
Axle Tractor or be Able to Purchase 
One. We Also Offer a Tractor Lease 
Program. Call Toll Free Today 

1-800-428-1220 

(in Indiana Call 

1-800-382-1212) 

Between 8 a.m, and 5 p.m. 
Ask For Dept. CB 
ICC 2934 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46206 


LincoIn-Devon 
Standard 


Amoco Motor Club, 24 Hr. Service, Servicing 
your Automotive Needs. All Work Guaranteed, 
Towing, Tires 
(312) 478-8599, 478-1955 
Mention The Chicago Bears 
3535 W. Devon Avenue 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60645 


Al Piemonte’s 
When My Name's Behind It. 
You Always Come Out Ahead! 
*New Cars ¢Used Cars * Trucks *Body Repairs 
*Service *Parts *Lease 
801 W. Dundee (Rt. 68) 
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 
312-870-1300 
Or Call One Of Our Other 
Locations 
345-9300, 343-3800, 
426-2000, 345-8686, 
892-0600 — 


03 & DUNDEE 


DON’T BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD! 


COME TO WARM, SUNNY FLORIDA 
AND SEE YOUR TEAM BANG HEADS 
WITH THE BUCS. MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATIONS NOW! 


CHICAGO 
BEARS 


TAMPA BAY 
BUCCANEERS 


vs. 
Sun., Nov. 9 


For Travel Package information call: 312-438-9292, outside IL 1-800- 
323-6181. For Ticket information only call: 312-398-3550. 


Walter Payton charges ahead and keeps his balance on a run against the Bengals Sunday at Riverfront Stadium. (Bear Report 
photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Vikings 


son has rushed for 232 yards on 51 carries, a 4.5 aver- 
age. As a team, the Vikings are averaging over four yards 
per carry on the ground. 

The performance of the Vikings’ offensive line also is 
a major factor in the offense’s turnaround. Led by Zim- 
merman at left tackle, the line also includes left guard Jim 
Hough, center Dennis Swilley, right guard Terry Tausch 
and right tackle Tim Irwin. This group has been giving 
Kramer adequate protection, as evidenced by just seven 
sacks allowed in four games. 

Defensively, the Vikings have been limiting opponents 
to 260 yards per game. Last Sunday, the Packers were 
held to 220 yards, including just 82 on the.ground. Min- 
nesota also did a good job stopping the pass plays, as 
Green Bay posted only 163 yards through the air. The Vik- 
ings also recorded four sacks on Green Bay quarterbacks 
and intercepted two passes. 

Prior to the Green Bay game, Minnesota’s defense 
ranked fourth in the NFL. It was 18th against the rush, and 
second against the pass. Obviously, those rankings will 
improve this week. 

The heroes on defense have been many. Strong safety 
Joey Browner has done a great job out of the backfield 
as he leads the team in tackles. But the linebackers also 
are getting the job done. That crew includes Chris Dole- 


Evanston ist 
Liquors 


“Where You Always Come First’ »Large 
Selection of Fine Wines & Spirits Large Selec- 
tion of Foreign & Domestic Beers *Kegs & Taps 
*Senior Citizens Discount on Mondays »Party 
Goods & Supplies *Free use of Glassware. 
Open 7 Days. We Deliver. Wine & Liquors. 
312-328-9651 
1019 Davis PISA 
Se EVANSTON, ILLINOIS —— 


Garbonzo’s Pizza 


Specializing In 
*Thin Crust *Pan Pizza Stuffed Pizza and 
Other Italian Specialties. Fast Pickup & 
Delivery. 

312-398-3377 
Brandenberry Park Shopping Center 
Rand & Camp McDonald Road 
2324 E. Rand Rd. 
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 


YUVA wae 
Mi Pueblo 
Mexican 
Restaurant 


Enjoy the fabulous tastes of northern Mexican 
Cuisine in one of our Outdoor Patios or our in- 
door dining area. For traditional tastes, we offer 
Guacamole, Enchiladas, Mole Poblano & 
Came Asada. For elaborations, House originals 
such as our SOMBREROS, made with flour tor- 
tilas, refried beans, choice of meat filing, gua- 
Camole, sour cream & topped with a Jalapeno 
Pepper. For dessert try another of the house 
Originals such as our PLATANO CON CUMA 
made with fried bananas with strawberries, 
whipped cream & a cherry on top. Cocktails 
available including our famous La Magaritas, 
Strolling guitarists for your dining pleasure. 
Wed.-Sun.,. 6 p.m.-10 p.m. Open 7 days 11 
a.m.-11 p.m. Recommended * ** by the 
Chicago Sun-Times. Visa, M.C., Amex accept- 
ed. Free parking available in front & rear, 
312-737-2700 
2908 W. 59th Street 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


man (left), Scott Studwell (middle) and David Howard 
(right). Minnesota’s front line also has done well. Besides 
Millard, the starters are left end Doug Martin, left tackle 
Neil Elshire and right end Mark Mullaney. Through four 
games, the Vikings have recorded 10 sacks. 

Minnesota's defense also has been productive intercept- 
ing passes. It has recorded eight in four games. 

Special teams also are producing 

Productive special teamstare another reason why the 
Vikings are in the hunt for the division title. Placekicker 
Chuck Nelson has connected on all five of his field goal 
attempts and also has added 13 PAT's for a total of 28 
points. Through three weeks, punter Greg Coleman led 
the league with a 46.2 average. 

Kick returner Buster Rhymes is averaging 25.3 per at- 
tempt while Rufus Bess has a 7.9 average on punt returns. 
The Vikings have allowed just 19 yards per kickoff return 
and 5.1 on punt returns. “2 

The Bears are expecting a tough battle at Soldier Field 
next Sunday when the Vikings come to town. Kramer has 
always been a nemeis of the Chicago defense. Last year 
at the Metrodome, he completed 28 of 55 passes for 436 
yards and three touchdowns. “ 

“When you're the defending champion, every game is 
tough. This one will be no exception,” says Bears’ tight 
end Emery Moorehead. 

“We are looking forward to the Vikings. It will be a good 
football game,’’ added Chicago head coach Mike Ditka. 


Interception 
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he recorded a safety at Green Bay. . . Not including 
the Cincinnati game, Chicago has outrushed 42 of lis 
last 45 opponents, won 17 straight games on artificial 
turf, held the time of possession edge in 45 of its last 
48 games, and outscored 20 of its last 23 opponents 
in the second half. . . Mike Hartenstine tied the Bears 
record for consecutive games played on Sunday. The 
12-year veteran played his 167th consecutive game 
against the Bengals, tying him with punter Bob Par 
sons for the Bears record. Hartenstine has never 
missed a game since joining Chicago as a second- 
round draft choice in 1975. Other Bears with consecu- 
tive starting streaks alive going into the Cincinnati 
game include Walter Payton, 155; Mike Singletary, 72; 
Jay Hilgenberg, 48; Steve McMichaei, 46; and Matt Su- 
hey, 40. 


Next week’s issue 


Next week's issue of Bear Report will include complete 
coverage of the Minnesota game at Soldier Field. The 
game is an important one, with the Vikings staying closest 
to the Bears at 3-1. The two teams meet again two weeks 
later. 


WEAR WHAT NFL PLAYERS AND COACHES WEAR— 


GeacGeanet seers 


NFL PRO LINE... GET INTO IT! 


NFL PRO LINE... merchandise is the real thing. . .authentic team gear made for the NFL by 
America’s top sporting apparel and equipment companies. NFL PRO LINE,,, is worn on NFL side- 
lines, in NFL games, and at practices. And now you can wear it, too. It's all in the new Official 
NFL Gift Catalog. To get your copy, send $1.00 to: NFL Gift Catalog Inc., 

10850G Sanden Dr., Dalias TX 75238 


Copyright 1986 NFL Properties, Inc. All rights resenved. 
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